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goproved products, encourage interoperability  with
commercid software, and promote it all round as A Good
Thing.

There are a couple of interesting agpects to Mitre's
conclusions. The report doesn't take a side on Microsoft's
agument that a commercial model sustains long term
development and better support. That argument has been
articul ated by open source advocates who have little common
cause with Redmond, such as L arry McV oy, whose BitK eeper
product is used to maintain the Linux kerndl.

But it does torpedo one of Microsoft's more emotive
arguments: that the GPL is atoxic, capitdis-munching virus.

"A common assumption about FOSS licenses such as GPL is
that their transitive user rights meansthey cannot be used with
non-FOSS (e.g., government or proprietary) software,” notes
Mitre. "However, this is generdly not the case; such mixing
can generdly be done in various ways For example, even
GPL with its drong protection of transitive user rights
providesa number of mechanisms to allow such mixing."

Mitre then explains how "Microsoft provides a good example
of an innovative use of one such mixing strategy in their
Windows Services for Unix (SFU)6 product. This product
uses proprietary software to build an initid bridge between
Windows and UNIX operating systems, and then adds in GPL
tools and utilities to extend greatly its overall emulation of
UNIX. Usershbenefit from the extended functi ondity provided
by the GPL components, while Microsoft benefits by avoiding
the cog and time of re-developing the tools as proprigtary
software. "

See. It’seven good for Microsoft. ®
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Use of Free and Open Source Software in the US Department
of Defense[1.4MB PDF]
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